It is shown in [6 and 5.10 of [11] that almost weak continuity is strictly weaker than both weak continuity.
Characterizations
In this section, we obtain several characterizations of a.w.c. functions. 
Therefore, we obtain f" 1 (V)cPint(f" 1 (Cl(V))).
(d)=*(e): Let xeX and V be any open set of Y containing f(x). We have xef" 1 (V)cPint(f -1 (CI(V))). Set U= =Pint(f~1(Cl(V))), then we obtain UePO(X,x) and f(U)cCl(V).
(e)-*(a): Let V be any open set of Y and x any point of f -1 (V). There exists UeP0(X,x) such that f(U)cCl(V). Therefore, we obtain Ucf -1 (Cl(V)) and hence X€lnt(Cl(f _1 (Cl(V)))).
Remark 3.2. For every VePO(Y), we have C1(V)= = Cl(Int(Cl(V))) and hence the condition "open set V" in each statement of Theorem 3.1 can be replaced by "preopen set V".
In [5, Theorem 4.7] , Jankoviû showed that a function f:X->Y is a.w.c. if and only if f(C1(U))cCl 0 (f(U)) for each open set U of X. We shall obtain analogous characterizations of a.w.c. functions. (a) f is a.w.c. Corollary 5.4 (Popa [15] ). Let X be a topological space and Y a Hausdorff space. Let f^and f 2 be functions of X into Y. If f^ is continuous and f 2 is almost continuous, then the set {xeX|f 1 (x)=f 2 (x)} is preclosed in X.
Proof. This is an immediate consequence of Theorem 5.3.
A function f:X->Y is said to be weakly g-continuous [12] if for each xeX and each open set V containing f(x), there exists an a-open set U containing x such that f(U)cCl(V).
Theorem 5.5. Let f ,f :X-»Y be functions into a Urysohn space Y. If f^ is weakly a-continuous and f 2 is a.w.c., then the set {xeX|f 1 (x)=f 2 (x)} is preclosed in X.
Proof. The proof is quite similar to that of Theorem 5.3. Theorem 5.6. Let X be a Hausdorff space and A a subset of X. If f:X-»A is an a.w.c. function such that the restriction f| A is the identity function, then A is preclosed in X.
Proof. Suppose that A is not preclosed. There exists a point xePcl(A)-A. Since x*f(x), there exist open sets U and V in X such that xeU, f(x)eV and UnV=o; hence UnCl(V)=0. Since f is a.w.c., there exists GePO(X,x) such that f(G)c cCl A (VnA)cCl(V) where Cl A (VnA) denotes the closure of an open set VnA in the subspace A. Since GnUePO(X,x) and xePcl(A), we have (GnU)nA*0. Let ae(Gr\U)r\A. We have f(a)=a€U and hence f (a) eX-Cl (V) . This shows that f(G)«iCl(V). This is a contradiction.
Corollary 5.7 (Mashhour et al. [9] ). Let A be a subset of a Hausdorff space X. If a function f:X->A is precontinuous and f| A is the identity function, then A is a preclosed set of X.
Proof. Since every precontinuous function is a.w.c., this follows immediately from Theorem 5.6. Therefore, we have Ur\f _1 (CI (V)) =0 and hence Unlnt(Cl(f -1 (Cl(V))))=0. Since f is a.w.c.,
x 2 €f" 1 (V)cInt(Cl(f~1(V)))) and hence X is Hausdorff.
